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EMPLOYMENT — ROAD PROJECTS 
125. Mr Y. MUBARAKAI to the Premier: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s record investment in job-creating road projects, both in my electorate 
and right across Western Australia, including regional Western Australia. Can the Premier outline just how many 
jobs will be created this year due to this record investment, and can the Premier advise whether any of these jobs 
would be put at risk by the Liberal Party’s promise to kill off royalties for regions? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Thank you, member for Jandakot. As everyone in this house, and increasingly across Western Australia, knows, 
this government is putting Western Australian jobs first. We are ensuring that Western Australian jobs are our 
number one priority. We know that the Liberal Party has contempt for Western Australian workers. We saw it with 
the bridge over the Swan River that is now being built here in Western Australia. The Leader of the Opposition 
said that we would get a better quality outcome in Malaysia, members might recall. He ran down the workforce of 
Western Australia. We are now getting an outstanding bridge out of Western Australian workers and 
Western Australian businesses. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: Where is the bridge? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It is being assembled, my friend. You need to get out more. 

Last week I was with the member for Jandakot, the member for Armadale, the Minister for Transport and federal 
Minister Fletcher, whom we are working well with. We are working well with the federal government to secure 
outcomes and jobs for Western Australians, with a record $2.3 billion package that we secured out of the federal 
government, that the last government was unable to do. We were down there with Minister Fletcher and we 
announced work underway on the widening of Armadale Road, a project that the local shire and members had 
called for for years, and this government is getting it underway. In fact, we turned the first sod, so it is actually 
underway, and we started it. It is a $118 million project, removing bottlenecks and congestion, and it will create 
850 jobs. This is just one part of $750 million worth of works getting underway this year. Altogether, 4 545 jobs 
will be created this year out of this program: 1 400 jobs on the Armadale Road bridge; 700 jobs on Murdoch Drive; 
630 jobs on the two Wanneroo Road interchanges; and 280 jobs on the widening of Mitchell Freeway. It is an 
unprecedented pipeline of work for Western Australians, who we have faith in, unlike the opposition, to get those 
jobs underway. 

I note that the Leader of the Opposition has attacked the Western Australian workforce working on the bridge, and 
also that the member for Kalgoorlie, as I outlined yesterday, is opposed to the royalties for regions scheme. How 
do we know that? Because he said it on the radio. We heard that the Leader of the Opposition is opposed to it. We 
support the program, but we spend the money wisely. I will give an example. We are getting underway this year 
a major road upgrade in Kalgoorlie, called for for years, to upgrade the Great Eastern Highway between 
Anzac Drive and Gatacre Drive. That will create 100 jobs in Kalgoorlie. That roadwork, required in Kalgoorlie 
because of the way that the Great Eastern Highway comes into town, will be fixed under this government, using 
the program that we support, and that the Liberal party does not. We are getting on with the job of creating more 
jobs, reducing unemployment and providing a better economy for Western Australia, and the evidence is all there 
for Western Australians. 
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